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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COLOMB 02527 220046Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 NSAE-00 NSCE-00 
SSO-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-I5 /053 W 

0275 1 1 220047Z/65 

O 220030Z JUL 77 

FM AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 7735 

UNCLAS COLOMBO 2527 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, CE 

SUBJ: UNP ELECTION ROUT IN SRI LANKA 

REE: COLOMBO 2526 

1 . AS OE 0545 LOCAL TIME, THE UNITED NATIONAL PARTY (UNP) 

CONTINUES ITS SO FAR COMPLETE ROUT OVER THE SRI LANKA FREEDOM 
PARTY (SLEP) AND THE LEFT PARTIES, WHICH HAVE YET TO WIN A 
SEAT. THE OEFICIAL RETURNS NOW SHOW UNP 37 (THIRTY SEVEN), 

TAMIL UNITED LIBERATION ERONT 8 (EIGHT). SEATS OE MOST SLFP 
MINISTERS HAVE NOT YET BEEN DECLARED. ELECTORAL SWINGS TOWARD 
THE UNP OF UP TO 18,000 VOTES HAVE BEEN ANNOUNCED IN SOME 
CONSTITUENCIES. 

2. APPARENT NEXT PRIME MINISTER J. R. JAYEWARDENE WON HIS 
SEAT BY 18,000 VOTES. ONLY PROMINENT SLFP LOSERS ANNOUNCED 
SO ARE ARE TRANSPORT MINISTER K. B. RATNAYAKE AND FOUR 
DEPUTY MINISTERS. TWO SITTING COMMUNIST PARTY M.P.'S AND TWO 
SITTING LANKA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY M.P.'S HAVE LOST THEIR SEATS. 

PERKINS 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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